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             LARGUE SCHOOL
                 Homework Policy


RATIONALE – WHY HAVE HOMEWORK?
We believe that homework can make a positive contribution to the learning of individual pupils.

· It allows further practice and consolidation of work done in class.

· It provides parents with information about the work being done in class and involves them directly in the child’s learning.

· It trains pupils in planning and organising their work, developing self-discipline and good habits that will support them in future education and beyond.

MAIN FEATURES OF HOMEWORK TASKS
The content of the task set will vary from stage to stage and at different times throughout a session but should always be:

· Clearly understood by the pupil and closely related to ongoing class work.

· At an appropriate level of ability for the child

· Providing a variety of activities, although generally concentrating on key skills.

· Given feedback, either written or oral.

Parents are encouraged to discuss homework tasks with class teachers should any problems arise.

As we adopt the principles of the Curriculum of Excellence, the homework set will vary as required.

IN PRIMARY 1- 3 typical tasks could be

( Practising Phonics 

( Reading and reinforcing new words

( Maths Home Activities

( Occasional topic work e.g. bringing in items to share or talk about

IN PRIMARY 4 - 7 typical tasks could be

( Reading and writing reviews 

( Spelling

( Maths Home Activities

( Individual home projects related to topic being covered at school.  This can include research, writing stories or plays, preparing a talk, making a poster, etc

READING HOMEWORK

At the early stages it is appreciated if parents listen to their child read the text, discuss the text and pictures, the main characters and ask the child to anticipate what might happen next. As a child moves through the school and becomes a more independent reader, activities will be used to improve comprehension skills and knowledge about language.  In the upper stages, children may be asked to complete a book review at home.
SPELLING HOMEWORK

New spelling words are taught in school. Children are expected to learn how to spell these words at home using the look, say, cover, write and check method. To really help children learn the words, parents should ask children to spell them throughout the week – writing them out on one occasion is not usually enough to memorise the words.  Pupils are tested on spelling regularly.

MATHS HOMEWORK
Within the TeeJay Mathematics scheme that we use in school, homework is directly linked to topics within the progression. This means that Maths homework will not necessarily be weekly but only as and when topics are reached. Extra maths homework will be set when a teacher feels it is appropriate.

WHAT HAPPENS IF HOMEWORK IS NOT COMPLETED?

Parents will be informed if homework has not been handed in on several occasions.  Should the problem continue, the child will be asked to complete homework during an interval.

WHAT HAPPENS IF SCHOOLWORK IS NOT COMPLETED?

Children may be given the opportunity to complete work after their lunch, supervised by the teacher. If work is still not completed it may be sent home.

THE ROLE OF PARENTS

Parents have a vital role to play in their child’s education, and supervising homework is an important part of this process.  Parents are encouraged to set aside time for children to do homework when they are alert and in a suitable quiet working area. It is also a huge advantage if parents discuss the homework task with their children. We ask parents to check and sign homework reading notebook every time there is homework set. If parents have concerns or questions regarding homework, they should contact the Head teacher.

At Largue School, we see our role as supporting the learning of every child, both at school and at home. We hope to have your full co-operation as parents.
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